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poisoned arrows, which they fired from horseback.
Bcerebistes offered his aid to Octavius in the civil
war, which culminated at the battle of Actium, and it
was owing to the refusal of his assistance by Caesar's
nephew that the Dacians took sides with Anton}* at
that great conflict which decided the fate of the
Roman world. Taught by experience, Augustus
conferred upon Bcerebistes' successors the proud title
of " friend and ally of the Roman people/' But this
" friendship " was of short duration. The Dacians
again became a terror to the Roman province.
Horace makes one of the characters in his u Epistles "
ask, " What is the latest news from Dacia ?" just as a
modern Roman might ask, " What is the latest from
Abyssinia? " The exploits of the Dacian king Cotiso
are mentioned by contemporary Roman authors, and
the gossips of the forum would have it that Augustus
intended to marry the daughter of the terrible bar-
barian, and thus secure peace for the Empire. When-
ever the Danube was frozen over, the Dacians crossed
on the ice and ravaged the Roman province of Moesia
the present Bulgaria, far and wide. The fortified
towns on the Black Sea kept their gates shut night
and day for fear of these savage warriors, and the
poet Ovid, who spent seven years of exile among
them, and acquired such a knowledge of their
language that he even composed elegiacs in Getic,
wrote with the utmost respect of their martial
prowess. The defeat and death of Cotiso, though
hailed with enthusiasm at Rome, and followed up by
the construction of forts along the right bank of the
Danube, were merely temporary checks to the